
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Park Service selects eight new communities for outdoor 

recreation and conservation project support initiative  
 
ATLANTA – Today, the National Park Service (NPS) Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance 
Program (RTCA) announced the selection of eight new communities and partners across the South 
Atlantic-Gulf Region to receive expert consultation from NPS on projects to help spur local 
recreation, conservation and economic development opportunities.  
  
“Through the technical assistance program, RTCA works with local partners to create new parks, 
greenspace and trails, while also protecting important water resources,” said Deirdre Hewitt, RTCA 
Program Manager, NPS. “We do this by pairing our network of professional landscape architects 
and community planners with communities to achieve on-the-ground successes.” 
 
The recipients — located in Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Mississippi and South Carolina — were 
selected through a competitive process and will receive assistance to help make their rivers, trails, 
greenways and open spaces vital, life-enhancing parts of their communities. The new projects 
selected for implementation in federal fiscal year 2020 include:  
  
ALABAMA 
 
Creekline Trails of Opelika 
In the City of Opelika, Alabama, a grassroots campaign has begun, inspiring residents to envision 
the future with increased outdoor recreation access through “Creekline Trails of Opelika.” The 
Creekline Trails of Opelika is a greenway vision, highlighted by the unique watershed found in 
Opelika. The greenway is intended to immerse the community in a system of trails, greenspaces, 
and waterways in a seamless manner that encourages active recreation by walking, biking and 
paddling. In this endeavor to create new spaces for recreation, a focus on the preservation of 
natural lands and waterways will be a primary focus. The project goal is to assist community leaders 
and the City of Opelika in creating a master plan for the trail system that connects natural areas in 
a feasible network. 
  
Baldwin County Rails to Trails 
The City of Foley purchased thirty-five miles of abandoned railroad right-of-way, creating the 
opportunity to launch a vision for a rail-to-trail collaboration that will stretch across Baldwin 
County, connecting multiple cities along the way. The railroad right-of-way remains undeveloped in 
most areas, but the idea to transform it into a multi-use trail has been heralded by local supporters, 
including Leadership Baldwin County and the Baldwin County Trailblazers.  
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Recently NPS, at the invitation of the City of Foley, facilitated an informational session discussing 
how trails have been shown to collectively improve the quality of life in communities and increase 
economies. This presentation served as the impetus for cities along the right-of-way to begin 
planning the development of a multi-city trail with consensus towards shared standards and 
features that benefits the county at large. The project goal is to assist the County in facilitating 
multi-city stakeholder meetings and addressing the need for shared design and marketing 
standards for the entire trail system. 
 
FLORIDA  
 
Chattahoochee River Landing Park- Heritage Trail 
The City of Chattahoochee, Florida is home to prehistoric platform mounds that highlight the 
settlement of American Indians more than 12,000 years ago. These mounds are prominent in the 
City’s River Landing Park, where significant archaeological and historical artifacts exist. 
Chattahoochee is also home to one of America’s most endangered trees, the Florida Torreya. In 
October of 2018, Hurricane Michael caused significant damage in the City and throughout the 
Florida panhandle.  Due to this tragedy, the city finds itself in a state of rebuilding and has a new 
opportunity to tell its unique history. The project goal for Chattahoochee River Landing Park is to 
revisit the outdoor recreation amenities to determine if they are sustainable and develop a plan that 
protects the special archaeological history while providing camping, increased access, and greater 
outdoor recreation opportunities. 
  
KENTUCKY 
 
Ohio River Recreation Trail 
The Ohio River serves as a multi-use resource supporting municipal water supplies, industrial needs, 
waterborne commerce and recreation. The river stretches 981 miles from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
to Cairo, Illinois. The first section of the proposed Ohio River Recreation Trail is along the 274-mile 
stretch starting at Portsmouth, Ohio and ending at West Point, Kentucky. The motivation for the 
development of a water trail derives from the statistic that – although the river has its share of 
boating, skiing, sailing, fishing, and paddling – the river remains under-utilized.  Avid outdoor 
recreationalists and promoters of the river’s waterways want to increase recreation by marketing a 
trail experience that can further the knowledge and awareness of the outdoor recreation 
possibilities along the river. The project goal is to assist efforts of trail implementation by 
introducing best practices for recreation trail development, advising on best management 
strategies, and coordination of multi-state leaders to create an ideal collaboration that will 
effectively market the trail. 
  
John Muir Legacy Trail 
The name John Muir is synonymous with the outdoors and exploring nature. The John Muir Legacy 
Trail, when created, will provide a route where hikers, bikers, paddlers and all outdoor enthusiasts 
alike can get outside and explore. The trail will guide recreationalist along the historic path that 
Muir took through Kentucky during his walk to the Gulf.  Working with the West Point 
Revitalization Committee the project goal is to create an in-depth conceptual plan for the trail, 
which will showcase the project opportunity and assist in attaining broad support among the 
various cities and communities along the trail route. 
 
MISSISSIPPI 
 
Marks/Quitman County Community Parks 



The City of Marks in Mississippi’s Quitman County holds the important history of being the place 
where Martin Luther King, Jr. began the Poor People’s Campaign to Washington D.C., bringing 
attention to the “War on Poverty.” The specific location of where this campaign began its journey 
is a local park that serves as a gateway into the City of Marks. 
  
To commemorate Marks’ history and bring revitalization to the area, the city aspires to redesign 
Marks Community Park. The park is flanked on its northern side by Cassidy Bayou, creating a 
potential for water recreation along the nearby Coldwater River. The project goal is to bring 
awareness to the area by creating a park plan that celebrates its unique history, implements 
beautification strategies, orients amenities and site configurations, and establishes new outdoor 
recreation activities, including hiking, biking and paddling.   
  
SOUTH CAROLINA  
 
Florence County Master Plan for Blueways & Greenways  
Florence County seeks to provide expanded recreational opportunities so that citizens and visitors 
will be able to enjoy a greater local outdoor experience. By mapping community resources, 
developing and strengthening local partnerships and identifying appropriate funding sources, the 
county will reinvent their local system of parks and recreation. This vision in its completion will 
feature publicly accessible greenways for walking, biking, equestrian or hiking, in addition to 
blueways for boating, fishing and kayaking. With the assistance of NPS, the project goal is the 
development of a community supported county master plan that integrates regional blueways and 
greenways, highlighting the county’s natural and outdoor recreation features. 
  
Rocky Point Community Forest Recreation Plan  Winyah Rivers Alliance of Georgetown, South 
Carolina envisions Rocky Point – historically a community gathering place and boat landing on the 
Black River – to be the first sustainable public use community forest in the State. Winyah Rivers 
Alliance currently stewards 462 acres of forest including 1.8 miles of waterfront on the Black River 
and Choppee Creek.  A recently developed sustainable forest management plan proposes 
integrating conservation and restoration for the project to protect and rehabilitate the land while 
providing passive recreation and educational opportunities to the public. The project goal is to form 
a community support team that can provide long-term care and investment to the project area, in 
addition to creating a multi-use master plan that will guide the transformation of Rocky Point into a 
regional hub that provides primitive camping, trails, and experiential environmental opportunities. 
  
  
In addition to the eight new projects, RTCA will work on seven new consultation projects 
in Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, and South Carolina. RTCA is also continuing a 
progressive relationship with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to 
assist devastated communities in rebuilding and recovery efforts by providing technical 
assistance services in Florida, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  
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About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for 
America's 417 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local 
history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice and Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice. 
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